
“Ship-Speak” Key 
 

 

 

Learn to talk like a sailor! Study these common terms used by sailors when they’re 

working on boats. 

 

 

Port = left side 

Starboard = right side  

Bow = Front of the boat 

Stern = Back of the boat 

Fore = front direction  

Aft = rear direction  

Drop anchor = lower the anchor  

Weigh anchor = raise the anchor  
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